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NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL BILLS

DESCRIPTIONS

A1677/S3263: Expand Electric School Buses “Authorizes extended terms for lease and purchase contracts for electric school
buses; permits New Jersey School Boards Association to serve as government aggregator to obtain energy services for local units.”

Transportation is responsible for approximately 45% of New Jersey’s greenhouse gas emissions, and school buses are the
most commonly used form of public transportation in the country. This bill helps New Jersey begin to transition from a dirty
diesel school bus fleet to an electric one, one of the best ways to reduce emissions and localized air pollution to drive down
emissions and protect our children’s health.

A4704/S3513: Invest in NJ Transit “Imposes 2.5 percent corporate transit fee on taxpayers with allocated taxable netincome in
excess of $10 million under CBT.”

This bill provides dedicated, sustained funding for New Jersey Transit’s capital and operating expenses, reducing vehicle
miles traveled and driving down emissions. In addition, there is a constitutional dedication for all monies collected through
the Corporate Business Tax to fund open space, so this bill will generate approximately an additional $240 million over five
years for Green Acres, Blue Acres, Historic and Farmland Preservation programs.

(OPPOSE) A4702/S3514: Disincentivize Electric Vehicles “Phases out sales and use tax exemption on zero emission vehicles;
repeals annual sales tax holiday for certain school supplies and sport or recreational equipment.”

As the state attempts to reach a goal of 330,000 electric vehicle (EV) sales, this bill establishes a financial barrier to
purchasing an electric vehicle by phasing out one of the best and most stable electric vehicle incentives - the sales and
use tax exemption on EVs. With power from the outlets today EVs are reducing air pollution more than 70% compared to
combustion engines.

A1468/S1601: Improve Dam Safety “Requires DEP to consider potential impacts to natural resources when classifying dams
according to hazard potential.”

In addition to the existing criteria of loss of life and property, this bill considers the damage to our natural resources when
classifying dams, including our waterways.

A5463/S4363: Increase PJM Transparency “Requires electric public utilities to submit annual report on voting to BPU.”

This bill promotes transparency and accountability in how decisions are made within PJM, the Regional Transmission
Organization that serves the electricity market in New Jersey. This will help ensure that entities with vested fossil fuel
interests cannot vote in darkness on whether to connect clean energy projects - which ultimately affects our climate and
our wallets.

A5264/S4100: Streamline Solar Permitting “Requires establishment of automated platform to expedite construction code
approval of applications to install residential solar energy systems.”

Solar is the cheapest form of energy we have in New Jersey and the fastest to build, and this bill streamlines and expedites
the approval process to install residential solar systems. By increasing efficiency, it supports faster clean energy adoption,
reduces permitting costs, and helps homeowners transition to solar power more easily.
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A5435/S4308: Increase Access to Utility Assistance “Requires Division of Housing and Community Resources in DCA and
applicable State agencies and nonprofits to establish a consolidated application for residential utility assistance programs.”

This bill creates one application for utility bill assistance for eligible households. In a time of rising utility costs, this bill
reduces administrative burdens to help those that need assistance access it efficiently.

A5466/S4318: Study Cost of Data Centers “Requires BPU to study effects of data centers on electricity costs.”

In a time of rising energy costs, this bill requires the Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to study the effects of data centers
on electricity rates. As data center development continues to grow, understanding its impact on energy demand and
ratepayers is critical.

A5267: Expand Battery Storage “Requires BPU to procure and incentivize transmission-scale energy storage.”

This bill invests in grid-scale battery storage, which will help to both lower costs for ratepayers and improve grid reliability
while driving down our greenhouse gas emissions. As we move toward 100% clean energy, battery storage is essential to
keeping energy reliable, affordable, and climate-resilient.

A5153: Single Use Plastics Education “Makes annual allocation of $500,000 from Clean Communities Program Fund for public
outreach concerning single-use plastics reduction program permanent.”

This bill updates the purpose of the Clean Communities Program Fund to include public education about the plastic bag
ban, the strictest, most ambitious ban in the nation. Public education is critical to helping consumers understand the
benefits of reusable bags and the importance of reducing plastic pollution.

A5462: Protect Ratepayers from Data Center Cost “Requires electric public utilities to develop and apply special rules for certain
data centers to protect non-data center customers from increased costs.”

Data centers use massive amounts of power — and that demand is driving up energy costs for everyone. This bill ensures
data centers reduce consumption and pay their fair share, protecting ratepayers from having to shoulder the cost of a
private company’s energy bills.

A4926/53618: Wildlife Corridor Action Plan “Directs DEP and DOT to establish ‘Wildlife Corridor Action Plan’.”

This bill will enhance road safety for both people and wildlife across New Jersey by creating a “Wildlife Corridor Action
Plan,” recommending crossing projects in areas with high wildlife collisions, both enhancing driver safety and wildlife
connectivity.

A2929: Lead in Drinking Water Disclosure “Requires disclosure of lead drinking water hazards to tenants of residential units;
prohibits landlords from obstructing replacement of lead service lines; concerns testing of certain property for lead drinking water
hazards.”

Nearly one third of New Jerseyans rent their homes. Currently, if a service line is lead, or of an unknown substance that
may be lead, law requires the water purveyor pass that information to the homeowner - but it says nothing about a renter.
Nearly 40% of New Jerseyans rent their homes, and this bill closes that gap to be sure that information is disclosed to them
as well.
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